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heeded her demands immediately, Russia had not inter-
fered, and the Vienna Foreign Office had accomplished its
immediate purpose.
Another factor in the Balkan situation, which was preg-
nant with danger for Austria-Hungary and became more
evident after the Balkan Wars, was the change which took
place in Rumania.
THE RUMANIAN" RIDDLE
The very secret treaty of 1883, by which Rumania
joined the Triple Alliance Powers, had been renewed at
various times, the last occasion being on February 5,1913.214
During the early years of the treaty, Austria and Germany
had no serious fear that Rumania would ever fail to fulfil
her treaty obligations. King Carol, a Hohenzollern edu-
cated in Germany and sympathetic in his whole being with
the German point of view, was universally regarded as an
honest, upright man, whose personal loyalty was trusted
up to his very death in October, 1914. Self-interest likewise
seemed to assure Rumania's loyal adherence to the Triple
Alliance: it guaranteed the little Balkan State against
domination or transgression by Russia in any advance
toward Constantinople, and against attack by Bulgaria or
Turkey for possession of the Dobrudja.
But by 1914 the situation had greatly altered. King
Carol remained as loyal as ever. Sentiment among the
Rumanian people, however, had changed so greatly that
214 See above, ch. ii, p. 88 ff.; Pribram, I, 29-34, 69-77, 85-90, 107, 209,
245f.; GJ*., HI, 261-282; VII, 149-187; XI, 301-307; XXVIII, 649-680;
XXVII, 195-235; XXX, 581-593. Though the renewal of the Austro-
Rumanian Treaty (to which Germany acceded on Feb. 26 and Italy on
March 5) was signed on Feb. 5, 1913, Zing Carol delayed for a week
his ratification, giving as his excuse that he feared an impending minis-
terial crisis "and did not want it signed by various ministers." Has more
real reason was that, by delaying ratification and threatening "a new
orientation of Rumanian policy," i.e., away from the Triple Alliance, be
hoped to frighten Austria into a more energetic support of the Rumanian
claims to Silistria against Bulgaria (GP., XXXIV, 337, 357 ff., 364).